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How! to leve a Child?

Educational phailesephy’ off Janusz Kerczak:
CHILD’S RIGHT OF TODAY.
CHILD EXISTS FOR HER/HIMSELFE

EDUCATIONAL PROCESSES NOT ALLOWED
TO SERVE OTHER GOALS BUT WELFARE OF

THE CHILD
Whorare you, what will'yeul become?:



Biodiversity - linguistic and
culturall diversity:

IHIgh BledIVersity =
RIgh linguistic
dIVersity.

90% oeff languages; In
a danger; ofi dying Ut
I 2 Century

lINGUISTIC dIVersity
disappearing faster
than bielogical one




Linguistic diversity

Indigeneus peoples
4976 0 the wWerld's pepulation

control er manage 20! % ofi the suriace
of the earth

Speak 601% oifi the'woerld's languages

80 % of the werld's languages exist In cne
country alone;, median language S000
Speakers

Sign languages a rch part off glelal
liInguistic diversity




Genocide?

The internationalllegall definitien of the crinme: ofi genecide
IS found InrArticles I and! Il off the: 1948 Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment off Genocide.

Article Il describes two: elements; ofi the crime ofi genecide:

1) the /mental element, meaning the “intent to
destroy, In Whele orinpart, a national, ethnical,
racial or religious greup, as such™, and

2) the prysical elementywhichr includes five acts
described in sections a, b, c, d and e. A crime must
iInclude both elements to be called “genocide.™

 Qttp://\WWW. preventgenocide. org/genecide/efficial
text.htm



Articie IlFdescribed five punishiable fielms
Of the! CHINE Ol GERBCIde: gERBCITE;

CONSPIacY, Incitement, attempi ana
COMPIICILY-



Article Il: In the present Convention, genocide means any of the
follewing acts committed withiintent to destroy, Inwhole or in part, a
national, ethnical, racial or religieus greup, as such:

(a) Killing members of the group;
(b)) Causing serious boedily or mentall harm termembers, of the group;

(¢) Delikerately inflicting on the greup cenditions oifflife calculated te
PRING alveUt Its physical destruction In Whele or in part;

(d) Impesing measures; intended to prevent births within the group;

(e) Eercibly transferring children off the group te anether grou)m.

Article I The fellewing acts shallflbe punishalble:
(@) Genpeclide;

(b) Censpiracy te commit genecide;
(c) Direct and pulblic incitement to commiit genocide;
(d) Attempt te commit genecide;

(e) Complicity in genocide. *



lneriollowing arel genociaal acts Wiiern commitiea as part or
a poJicy, [0, AEStIoy, a qroup's existernce.

Killing memigers of the greup includes direct killing and
actions causing death.

Causing serious hedily or mental harm includes
INficting trauima enMmemBErs of the! greup through
widespread torture, rape, sexualiviolence, forced or coelced
Use ol drugs, and mutilation.

Deliberately miflicting conditieons of lifie calculated to
destrey a greup ncludes the deliberate deprivation of
respulces needed for the group's physical survival, such as
cleanwater, feod), clothing, shelter or meadical Senvices.
Deprivation| efi thermeans te; sustain life cani be IMposead
through confiscation ofi hanvests, blockade ofi foedstufis,
getention N camps, forcible relecation or expulsion; Into
eserts.



Prevention of births includes involuntary
sterilization,, forcead aboertion) pronibItien of
marrhage;, and Iong-term Separaten off men and
Woementintended ter prevent: precreation:

Eoercible transier off children may: be Imposed
Py direct forece or by fear off vielence, duress,
detention, psyclhological eppression or other
metheds off coercion. Tihe Convention on: the
Rights; eff thhe: Child defines children as Persens
UnRder the age off 18 years.



Genocidal acts need not kill or cause
the death of members of a group.
Calising serieus hodily e mental harmmn,
prevention ef PItnS anad  transtier of
children are acts off genocide Wnen
committed as part of a pPolicy: ter destrey. a
greup’s existence.



Key, lerms

The crime of genocide has twoelements: INtENL and
action.

“Intentional”™ means purposeful. Intent can e proven directly from
statements or orders. But more eften, It must be:inferred froma
systematic pattern of coerdinated acts.

Intent 1s diififerent from moitive. \Whatever may. be the motive
for the crime: (landl expropration, natienal securty, terrterhal
Integniy, ete.), lif the perpetratiors commiit acts Intended o destroy a
greup, even part of a greup, It IS genoecide.

The phrase “in whole or In part™ Is impoertant. Perpetrators
need not intendl te destroy the entire group. Destruction ofi enly part
off a group (such as Its educated members, or memoers living in: ene
region) Is alse genocide. Moest authonties require intent to destrey: a
substantiall numker off group MEMBErs — mass murder. But an
Individual criiminal may be guilty oifgenecide eveni i he kills enly
ONnE persen, serlongl as e knew: he was participating 1n' a larger plan
to destroy the group.



e law. protects four groups - national,
etrinical, racial or rellgious groums.

A national grouprmeans a set ol Individuals
WheSse Identity:1s defined by a Commen country
O natienality  or natienal ergin:

Anlethnical greup Is a set of Individualsiwhese
identity is defined By cemmon: culturall traditions;
language; or hertage.

A racial group means a set of individuals
Whese identity’ Is defined by’ physical
Characteristics.

A religieus greup IS a set ofi Individuals Whnoese
identity’ IS defined by cemmon religious Creeds,
peliefs, doctrines, practices, or rituals.



Linguistic and cultural genecide

=.. pronibiting the use: off language: of the
greup In daily Interceurse o I SIS, o
I the prnting and-eirculation; of

pUBlICaUIeNRS I the Ianguage: eff the greup.

(Intermationall Convention for the Prevention and
Punishment ofi the' Crime ofi Genoecide, 1948)

rFuR By mass media and' fermal schoeeling
aleng with market and ether ferces



Linguistic genecide

eVert andidirect
prenibitien (laws;
ImpriseRmMent,
torture, killing)

CoOVert and Indirect
prenibition
(ldeelegical or
structural means, e.g.
educatienal systems)

NG Bilingual teachers;
miRorty language not
ORI SChEOl time: takle

language: as non-
[esource; as
‘handicap: ->
prevents acquirng
majority language



Linguistic genecide

educational structure
disabled -=> disables
chlldren

same happens with
Deaili children!

deficiency-lbased
moedels -= unequal
mailntenance and
reproduction of
unegual pewer
relations

dominant greup
presented as
peneficial for the
dominated

glohalisation
precesses + ‘firee
market ideolegy.
PeRInd linguistic
genocide



Education systems for Deafi children
also for econemicall benelit off these In
POWEN

Cochlear implants part off econemical
explortation oiff Deal chlldren?

EdUcation autherties refliect mythas of

menelingual reductienism:
menoelingualisn IS  nermal,
Uinaveidanie; sufficient,

desiranle etc.

fear of disintegration of present states
leading te conflict and wars



n fermal education; systems run by people
Off the'majerties, + medical counselling
and childcare

m (e mest intensive and leng prevailing
INQUIsStIC genocide 1n; the histery!!

m Strrenger measures off nermalisation
teday; through! Cl <->' supported: by
moenelingual’ and moeneculiuraliand “free
market” ideoelogy? -> against
Convention on the Rights' of Chilal!



Situation of Deaf Children

Article 27 of the Article 5 of the
International UNESCO Convention
Coevenant en Civil Agalnst

and Peliticall Righis DIscrimination in
Article 30 of the Education
Convention on the Article 4 on the UN
Rights of the Child Declaration e the
right ofi minorities to Rights ot Persons
use their language in Belonging to

the community with Natienal er Ethnic,
other members of Religious and

their group Linguistic Minorities



Article 14 of the
Eramework
Convention for the
Protection of
National Minoerties

gt ter maintain
thelr collective
identity threughi the
mediun eff thelr
MeLAEr toRgue
through education

POSsIbIILY. of
learning thelr
MeAERF tengue or
learning 1 thelr
mether tengue

UN Standard Rules

poessibility te use sl
INCERPrELErS

sl should! be used
In families,

education and 1m
the communIties

mass media should
serve sl users

special schools
where sl 15 tised



Convention on the Rights ofi the
Child

moestWidely: ratified Ruman Hghts treaty In
RIstory

firstlegally vinding intemational

Instrument wWith full range human ngnts

civilifand pelitical righits
econemic, secial andl cultural righits

not ratified: Seomalia and USA






The Deafi child's right: to: education?

2 Y ofi children 1R developing countries
do net attend schoel (UNICEE 1999)

enly: 201% off Deal children in develeping
counties_attend scheol (WED) 1991

801 % of the 7Ormillien Deai persen in the
world live in  developing countries



The Deaf child’s right te have
education IR Rer/nis moetner
tongue?
signilanguage IS Uused appr. 40/schoels of

100/ IR developing countries: (thotigh not
clear how, it isyreally: used)r (VWED: 1991)

veny: small firactien off Deal children; has
Aceess to hilingual education



Deal education programimes

MeSt deal SCheo)s 1nlthe world are: like
language: deprvation, sUkmersion: or
SINk=0r-SWim programmes (oral
pregrammes)

some are like transitienall programines
(IFC programmes)

iew bilinguall pregramines cam e
viewed asi langluiage shelter or
maintenance programmes



Deaf children encounter
extra problems compared to
other children of linguistic
minorities

SIgn' languages are net seen as: fiull
fledged languages and moether tongues
of Deafl children + Deaf: chiladren are

seen stillf exclusively as disablead
chlldren = other terms than “Deai?

= Signi language users?



Technolegigal Instruments as
a pewerful teol off lInguistic
genocide

Role oiff cochlear implants?
Neo-oralistic wave?



Critical look at the human
FIgHLS InStrumenits

“lLanguage In education systematically gets
POOFer treatment than ether vasic human
characteristics like gender, race: or religion
etc.”

“very few international or regienal human
righits Instruments grant binding educational
liInguistic human rghts™
“present binding rights completely insufficient
for protecting and maintaining linguistic
diversity”

Skutnabb-Kangas and Phillipsen; (1998)



Who are we?

traditional/terrtoral/avtechtoneus/natienal
\/S.

ethnic; religieus; linguistic Vs.
Immigrant, guest Worker, refligee minortes...

UN CCPR Article 27: “Inithose states iniwhich
ethnic, religious or linguistic minerities exist,
persens helenging te such minoerities shall neit
pe denied the righit, 1 communrty With' ether
members of the group, te enjoy: their ewn
culture, te profess and practice their ewn
religion, or to use theilr ewn language™



Who are we?

We asi sign' language: Users? >
INQUISHIC MINOIG?

We as' Deal people? -= disaniead
group?

O)F o7



= People who are deprived of

InguIsStic hUman: Agats: may: therehy.
PE prevented from: enjeying ouher
AUman ghts;, Including fair pelitical
[epresentation), a faiir tial, access
10 eduication, acCess o) InRfermation
and fireeaom ol Speech;, and
maintenance oii thelr cultural
Rertage” ehillipson & Skutnabb-Kangas)



Universal Declaration of
Linguistic Rights

Handed over to UNESCO N June: 1996

the st attempt at fermulating a universal
document; aneut Ianguage Hants

Unfertunately it does not relate te sign
languager USers



The rights ofi parents - the
ghts ofi children

AllFRuman: BeIngs are: equal™=» rights ofi
poeth are egual (philesepnhy)

BUIF iR human rights istruments level:
parents; choese a school (ICESCR),

.. best Interests ofi the: child will e thelr
pasic concern...” (CRC)

conventions off human rights moere
like social and! practical
agreements




Natienalism and linguistic
Imperalism

Natienalism:
creation and use ofi Signed systems
natienal signilanguage vs. community/lecal
signrlanguage?
Linguistic Imperalismi practised by deail and
earing “experts:: changing or replacing lecal
SignIlanguages With' sign 1anguages froni thelr
countries

monelingual stupidity and naivety



Responsipllities oft National Deaf
ASSOCIAtIONS

Do the linguistic human rghts off Deal children
aVve top; prierty?
Are NADs for Deaf children, teo?

IHeW: muchI theught: has there Been| of the
sittatien off Deal chilaren?

Are there organised activities; for Deaf children
and thelr parents?

Are NADs for adult Deat only?



Can responsibility e Deaf children be given
10 OthEers?

IHeW abeUL Balkies and infants Iving at hemes
WItHT thelrr parents?

Dorwe take care that all' Deaf children have a
chiance te) use her/nis ewnl language: ready.
rom: pIrth?

A glehal survey: concerming the linguistic
rights of the' Deail (Finnish Assecliation of the
Deal)



More actively fighting for linguistic human
fights; ofi Deal children with other minenty
language: groups, eXperts;, activists, language-
relatedinsuitutions; and erganisations Werd
wide

N0 IGNGEr eEnouUe terdemand the rmghtsias
Deal persens only, but alseras sign lanauaae
USErs




It /s sign janguage. Uusing,
clhillaren Wil Keep: ol
janguage alve. 1t/s tihierni
WG, ERIECH e lIgUISte
ana.cultural awersity in
e wora’
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